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House of Burgess: Duggar's duplicity on 
display 

Family smears LGBT as predators while concealing abuse 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


At around noon Aug. 18, 2014, a robocall was placed to voters in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, paid for by the Arkansas Family Council and 


narrated by Michelle Duggar of TLC’s “19 Kids and Counting.” 


“In the call, Duggar references an anti-discrimination proposal [which was 
passed the next day] by Fayetteville City Council members,” reported Todd 
Gill of The Fayetteville Flyer. “I don’t believe the citizens of Fayetteville 


would want males with past child predator convictions who claim they are 


female to have a legal right to enter private areas reserved for women and 


girls,” Michelle Duggar intones on the message. 


As the Duggars knew then and we know now, the true threat to her 
daughters was much closer than any hypothetical transgendered person 
would ever be. On Thursday, In Touch Weekly obtained a Springdale, 
Arkansas police report through a Freedom of Information Act request that 
outlined a confession by her then 14-year-old son, Josh Duggar, of molesting 


five underage girls. 


“(Father Jim Bob Duggar] then ‘met with the elders of his church and told 
them what was going on,’” reported the magazine. “No one alerted the 
police or any other law enforcement agency [for three years]. Instead they 
decided to send Josh to a ‘program [that] consisted of hard physical work 
and counseling.’ ... He said the program was a ‘Christian program.’ 
Michelle Duggar later admitted to police that Josh did not receive 
counseling and instead had been sent during that time to a family friend 


who was in the home remodeling business.” 


TLC has reacted to the backlash by subsequently pulling all reruns. 
Petitions have since been launched to save the show. (Come on, do you 
really want to see it now? Do these people’s lives need to be recorded and 
then broadcast for our amusement any further?) The case records have 
since been ordered destroyed by a judge. Josh Duggar cannot be prosecuted 


due to the statute of limitations. 


“When Josh was a young teenager, he made some very bad mistakes and we 
were shocked,” wrote Jim Bob and Michelle in a Facebook post Thursday. 
The same day the story broke, Josh Duggar resigned his position of almost 
two years as executive director of FRC Action, the politically active side of 
the Family Research Council. (The group equates homosexuality with 


pedophilia.) 


“Twelve years ago, as a young teenager I acted inexcusably for which I am 
extremely sorry and deeply regret,” wrote Josh in the same Facebook post. 
His wife, Anna, claims to have known about these accusations two years 


before their engagement. 


“T can imagine the shock many of you are going through reading this,” she 
wrote in the same joint Facebook post. “When my family and I first visited 


the Duggar Home, Josh shared his past teenage mistakes.” 


Jim Bob and Josh Duggar both possess and seek power. Lest we forget, Jim 
Bob was a two-term state representative in Arkansas. And the Washington, 


D.C.-based FRC pulls down around $13 million in revenue every year. 


Josh Duggar’s Twitter and Instagram feeds are soaked in photos of him 
posing with the likes of Republican National Chairman Reince Priebus, 
former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum, Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, former 
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, former Florida 


Gov. Jeb Bush, former Texas Gov. Rick Perry, Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal 


and Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul. (Huckabee has defended Josh Duggar since 


these revelations have been made public.) 


Pointing out how someone else is permitted wrongdoing when your side is 
caught is the weakest defense ever. Among Duggar apologists the moral- 
equivalency argument has become convenient, recalling culturally lauded, 
but personally icky directors like Roman Polanski and Woody Allen as 


Exhibits A and B. 


As I wrote in my Feb. 19, 2014 column “Separating art from artist,” I 
struggle with reconciling Polanski and Allen’s artistic output with their 
private lives. But I was also never under the impression either was in the 


least concerned with how I lived my life when I wasn’t watching their films. 


The Duggars, to the contrary, are very interested. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


